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Mission Statement

Founded in Jesus’ messages of peace,
mercy and justice in the Gospels, the
mission of our parish’s Social Justice
initiatives is to help bring about the
Kingdom of God on earth by assisting and
serving those in need: the poor and
vulnerable in our community and the
world; to grow in love of God and
neighbor in programs designed to
enlighten; and inform and empower our
faith community to seek peace, justice
and promote human development
following the established Catholic Social
Teaching.

“Then the king will say to those on his
right, 'Come, ou who are blessed by my
Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for
You from the foundation of the world ...
“Amen, | say to You, whatever You Aid
for one of these least brothers of mine,
You did for me.” (Matthew 25:34, 40)
(NAB)

“What did you do for the least of these?”

In this challenging and pointed question,
Jesus identified himself with the hungry,
the thirsty, the naked, the imprisoned,
and the stranger/immigrant, insisting that
when we serve them, we really serve
Him.

Parish Social Ministry (PSM)

The PSM works with members of the
parish faithful, parish staff, and the clergy
to support and cultivate social ministry,
social justice, and community develop-
ment activities among Catholics and non-
Catholics in the Ave Maria Catholic
Church and our Diocese of Colorado
Springs.

Legislative Advocacy

The PSM provides input to the parish
pastor, who in conjunction with the Office
of the Bishop, collaborates with the
Colorado Catholic Conference and the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Department of Justice, Peace, and Human
Development to inform and advise the
parishes and members of our diocese on
current state and national legislative
issues and their moral and social
implications.

“A person in need .. is really ..
Jesus in disguise.” (Mother

Teresa) (Time Magazine)

What are the Catholic Social Teachings?

“The Church’s social teaching
comprises a body of doctrine,
which is articulated as the Church
interprets events in the course of
history, with the assistance of the
Holy Spirit, in the light of the
whole of what has been revealed
by Jesus Christ.” (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, 2422)

“We need to build local communities
of faith, where our social teaching is
central, not fringe; where social
ministry is integral, not optional;
where it is the work of every believer,
not just the mission of a few,
committed people and committees.”
(USCCB, “Communities of Salt and
Light”)

The gospels, and over one thousand years
of the Church’s teachings, tell us that
concern for the poor and care for the
outcast have been major themes of our
Catholic faith tradition. The Social
Teachings of the Catholic Church include:

e Life and Dignity of the Human Person;

e Rights and responsibilities of the
human person;

e Option for the Poor and Vulnerable;

e C(Call to family, community, and
participation;

e Solidarity; the Dignity of Worker; and
the Rights of the Workers;

e Care for God’s creation;

“... Effective Mingst@yr i sh]

helps the parish not only do more, but
be more—more of a reflection of the
gospel; more of a worshiping and
evangelizing people; more of a faithful
community. It is an essential part of
par i s h(UICCBf “€Camunities of
Salt and Light”)

What is Catholic Social Thought?

While Catholic Social Teaching encompasses
aspects of Catholic doctrine relating to
matters dealing with the collective welfare
of humanity, Catholic Social Thought seeks
to put such teachings into action for the
“common good”. Meeting the social needs
of our community—the elderly, teen
mothers, poor individual and families,
blighted neighborhoods—is as essential to
the life of the Church, as the Eucharist it
celebrates.

Our_individual vocation—as followers of
Christ—is to praise God through concrete




and tangible acts of justice, peace, and

service to others.
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Jesus,
Justice, &
Poverty

What are some Social Justice topics to get

involved within the universal Catholic

Church, our diocese,
and our Ave Maria Parish?

AIDS

Children and Child Care
Domestic Violence
Poverty

Citizenship

Racism / Racial Justice
Death Penalty
Sweatshop Labor
Environmental Justice
Tax Justice

Access to Health Care
Third World Debt
Housing / Homelessness
War

Human Rights / Trafficking
Welfare

Hunger

Immigration (Strangers No Longer)
Just Wages

Labor Rights

Landmines

And many, many more ...

Love for others, and in the first place
love for the poor, in whom the Church
sees Christ himself, is made concrete in
the promotion of justice
(Centesimus Annus #58, Pope John Paul )

What Can You Do?

e Become more informed on the
social needs, issues, and work
affecting my community.

e Explore what parish and diocese
Social Justice resources and Social
Ministry opportunities are avail-
able for you to utilize and actively
participate as a volunteer.

e Consider where your own gifts,
talents, and passions might be
leading you to make a difference
in the life and faith of another.

e Pray for guidance, discernment,
and hope.

e Join and participate in the parish’s
Social Justice Committee or one
of the myriad of subcommittees.

Contact the parish office to learn
more and get involved today!
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Where to go to start learning
more about Social Justice issues?

Bread for the World
http://www.bread.org

Catholic Campaign for Immigrant
Reform
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org

Catholic Relief Services
http://crs.or

Colorado Catholic Conference
www.cocatholicconference.org

Diocese / Catholic Charities
http://www.ccharitiescs.org

National Catholic Social Justice Lobby
http://www.networklobby.org

Pax Christi USA
http://www.paxchristiusa.org
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e Salt of the Earth
http://salt.claretianpubs.org

e  USCCB Catholic Campaign for
Human Development
http://www.usccb.org/cchd
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